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T HE Motive »hat induced me at tha my Lenien: 
Courſe in the Cathedrd,, to og | 
Sacrament of Obrift's i Jer Bloud, and 
particularly with reſpet only to its abſolute neceſcity, was 
that, with which every man muſt be very much affeftef, 
that hath any concernment for the welfare of Souls, or any 
_ to the Honour of Gods Worſhip, or the peace of bis 
ch. | 
for whoſoever truly underſtands the preſent flate of too 
euny of our Parochial Congregations, cannot but be ſenſi- 
bet that there is not that regard had to,nor Conſcience made of, 
that mefl conſiderable Office of the Chriſfian Profeſſion, 
thatonght 10 be, or that hath been accuſſomed, in benter times. 
Hnd then what ſbante, as well as ſorrow, muſt it needs be 
#0 #he Faithfel Gur ates of Souls, who as-ſoon as that _ 
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The Epiſtle Depicartory. 


begins, muſt behold their Charges to flee fromit in throngs; 


as if they were frighted with'ſome approaching danger ; or 


ro turn their backs upon it, as 1f they combined to offer an- 


affront to the Prieſily Funflion, -and that Sacred Ordinance : 
And which is the worſt of all, that they ſhould ſo sften in the 
year, repeat. þ many- dreadful. Afts of Excommunication a- 
geinſi themſelves ; which they muſt be really preſumed to do, 
when they cuſtomarily exclude themſelves, from the greateſt 
Bleſſing upon: their Souls, which they can ex pet and hope 
for at God's hand, on thi ſide Heaven? 

| Butthe comfort is, that malice it ſelf cannot charge. the 
Church of England with that diſorder : For it's certain, 
that no Church could ever have made better proviſions to. In- 
firuf, Encourage and Oblige men to that Sacred and Ne- 
ceſſary duty. ' We bave not ( bleſſed be God ) deprived the 
people of one half of this Sacrament, in contradifiion to the 
pattern, of Chriſt in the Inſlitution; nor do we perform the 
Service ina Language that may perplex their under ſlandings, 
when its Adminiſtired : which the Romanilts are known to 
do, and which the people might preſume to be ſufficient rea- 
ſons 19 juſlifie their abſence and omiſſion. Neither on the other 
fide, have we ſet up a new frightful Tribunal in every Pariſh, 
which ſhould examine, and Arburarily determine, the fumeſs 
of every Communicant, by the meaſures of their Adherency 
to a Party, and by their dexterities in giving account of ſome 
Religious phraſes and. opinions, peculiar to their, Se. As 
ſome of them, that have made adeſeAion from the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, have been obſerved to do, and by-which, and for their 


unſolemn manyer of its Adminiſtration, ſuch as had underſtood 
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The Epiſtle DzD1cartory. 
the Lovely Order of its Communication according to the Church 
of England, were eaſily tempeed _— to decline it. 
No, my Lord, the diſorder we complain of, and the intolera- 
ble ſcandal, which the negle& of the Sacrament hath put 
upon our aſſemblies, is not - fault, but the misfortune and af- 
fliflion of our Church, and was firſt occaſined by an unhappy 
abuſe, that was put.upon the peoples minds in the late Confuſi- 
ons, by ſuch, whoſe intereſt it was to break down all the 
fences of the Churches Urity, and thence- to diſpoſſeſs the 
wulgar of their orderly, peaceable, and obedient temper, that 
they might be the better prepared, to permit, and comply with 
their unwarrantable intendments. 
: And where ſome mens obſlinate approbation of thoſe prafti+ 
ces, hath hindred the compleat repair of thoſe breaches, the 
preſent calamity is; that not only the Separating party are de 
parted from the Sacrament, as they do from the eſtabliſhed 


Worſhip, but even the looſer and more inconſtderate ſorts of men, 


being encouraged by their example, do preſume to take a re- 
proachful liberty to themſelves to eſcape at that open gap, and 
do reſolvedly continue in the ſame neglef1s,without any. regard 
ro what concerns Religion in general, or the publick appointed 
Service in particular ; So that in thoſe y 4s Faftion and. 
Profaneneſs joyn hand in hand in the ſame oppoſition, and do 
give the. Government the ſame incumbrance, and Almighty - 
God the ſame diſhonour. But the miſchief ends not there-; 
For 'tis viſible, that too many alſo, that are reſtored to, and 
thatdo continue in a fair Communion with the Church in all 
other reſpefls and parts of the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, do yet re- 
1ain.an unaccountable. obſlinacy againſt the Sacred Office 

me dapt or yon roam—aps wah eng} 


The Epiſtle Depicatoxr. 
and b:(ſing of the Holy Sacrament ; and are always at work 
to Comtrive all poſſible ways to decline and eſcape it. 

. And if at any time they be cliſely preſs'd to it, they are 
ready to clamonr againſt it as a perſecution of their Chriſtian 
Liberty, and are reſoly'd no way to be made ſenſible, that the 
intention and proſecution of the Law, is no more, than an Af 
of the Churches Charity, and an expedient of Gods mercy ts 
their Souls. So that the Curates of Souls in ſuch places, are 
brought into a neceſsity of this unhappy choice, that is, Either 
—_ to ſee their Pariſhioners continue in that ſcandalous 
defeion from ſo conſiderable a part of their Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion, and to connive at the ——_ nable Perjury of the Offi- 
cers, that are ſworato guard Guts Pnblick Worſhip, or elſe 
#0 live in perpetual broiles and encounters with them ( whoſe 
peace and welfare ſhould be as tenderly dear to them, as their 


own hives ) by he neceſſary Proſecmtion of the Law, in thoſe © 


Judicatories, where there is Proviſion made, to reolaimthem 
from their Deſailancies in ſuch caſes; and which are the 
only remaining expedients then to be made uſe of, when all 
other attempts to reduce them to their duty, are defeated and 
made unſucceſsful. 

Now, my Lord, to obviate all theſe evils by the beſt and 
 anoft Chriſtian method, that ( I think ) could be undertaken, 
was the great motive, and main inducement, why [ choſe at 
ohat time to Preach upon that Subjef, and why 1 now have 
affer'd the Diſcaur ſeit ſelf to Publick view. : 

Andithar, my Lord, having oiven your Lordfhip a full 
account of #he Motive r mos. woly snduc d me to what [ 
Havedane, and which may reeonly juſheſoe my _—_ 
; nas 


The Epiſtle Duarrems 


that reſpe8 : I can with leſs difficulty acquit my ſelf for my 
confidens throwing it under your Lordſhips Protefion, And 
that is, becauſe it s viſible to the world, that whereſoever your 
Lordſhip hath exerciſed any Jurisdiftion, it hath not been your 
Deſign only but your Zeal, to promote the Intereſt of the Holy 
Sacrament, and to recover the People under your ſeveral Suc- 
cesſive Charges, from their long diſcontinuances and neglefs 
of it. And for this I could offer ſome pregnant inſtances F; your 
Lordſhips care, even in this your preſent Dioceſe, iſ I 
thought your Lordſhip would permit me. So that whether 1 
conſider the Uſefulneſs of the Diſcourſe, for them that may 
need ſuch an information of their duty : or the ſweableneſs 
of it to your Lordſbips Deſign and Inclination, I hope it will 
not be a Preſumptionin me, to beg and expe Tour acceptance 
bn as it's Humbly preſemed to Tour Lordſbips Patronage, 


My Loxzop, 
Your Lordſhips Obedient 


Son and Servant,. 


W. SMYTH. 
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Luxz xxii. 19. 


mk do in remembrance of | me. _.. 
»h 19 

THoogh a Veneration to Primitive Dena 

 thegreat Preſident of General practice, the 
- expreſs Laws of our own Charch; and the 
Prayers! that we have joyn'd in,to beg for Abſtinence 
atthis time,. cannot be admitted as;competent: At- 
gumentsto us, torattend the Diſci line of the- Lent 
Falt:. Yet ſurely thereafon of the that:is; hows 
Falling. mit ſclf, may im: ſeveral reſpeRts, be made 
advantageous to the'Souls of men, | _ make us 
afraid agg os much more to deſpiſe, this Office 


of -Religion..; But-iI: have alr: y \diſcoursd-of 
thoſe things, in a rn. upon ths'occaſion, 
That-which I atfir ani tomy ſelf toen-: 


deayour at this time, was to prepare you: for the 
B Holy 


Ln 


eA Sermon preached 


Holy Sacrament you will ſhortly be invited to, it 
being - one principal reaſon, why the Ancients 
practiſed and prefs'd the Obſervance of this So- 
lemn Faſt, that men. might the better prepare 
theraſelves' for this -| great Ordinagce, . at 
the great 'and Solemn Feaſt ob. Eaſiey,4Andfor 
that reafon it was commonly called the Paſchal, or 
Eaſter Faſt, RR TY 
Butwhile I waslirrieitig ny thonghts to that fub- 
jet, I was diſcouraged with fears that in a great 
meaſure I ſhould loſe my labour, conlidering that 
this Sacrament at ſelf is almoſt.agpeperally neglect- 
ed, asisthe Faſt which ſhould prepare for jt. And 
thereupon I thought;' itiwastriofe adviſeable, Firſt, 


to endeavour to fetch men off from their diſregard tos 


the:end, and to:polſefsthem with 'd right underſtan- 
ding and dur tficeni of it; before T xogaged them in 
the means preparatory toit. For which purpoſe I 
haye made cboics! of this :iText! which: I ſhall, not 
INAaVage, akontly :hath:been, cather. by: making 
Qblerrationsufeantht Occahion:whichour Saviour 
ook for ts In{litutzon,: from the-Jews Poſitebivon; ot 
by wearying you with ant accumulated colleftiowol 
the advanced icxpreifions of the'Fathers;:conceramp 


$3 worthiand exceliency $:orby multiplying eaſes of | 


Copſcience,.( uiwhich Fam afraid Tome mpiv Rave 


been too-bulle,:) as: to:its, preparation; Fend: much 


leſs by engaging your Attentionsto:the/cotirover- 
Gl pointzabout it: "But my: preſent delign Thallbe 


to: 


LT 


the Forth \Suhda mn Lent. 


. toprovethit every Chriſtian ſtands obliged in Con: 


ſcience tocloſe with all oppottinitilinier are offer- 
ed hit, for'the receiving of the Lords/Supper: - 
i Phis find no prof oF in'the Ancient writings 
beeauſe the necefiity of it was alwiys ſo') refyd : 
be tinderſtood'b x Ext man'thit-bore the name of 
Chriſtian; that they 'mrght have bien ſuſpected to 
have thrown away "thei Bibles, or to have renoun- 
ced the whole” Chriſtian Faith,” as ſoon ato pirid 
for aithiabjtual negleRt;'or refiſal 6f #.” "Not tote: 
ceive the Sacrament, was all onea#not to be'a Chri: 
Ran atall; So theirellecmm; Arid weld have made 
a Chriftiai as" great a prodigy, as he was, who' at 
Athens deny'da Deity- 'Tisour only Age and Na- 


rio,” that'ceafr complain of fo many whoy-to the - 


RAhdal oP-our Profefion,” hav dither Fumorvn " 
{eupled ir, ot impadenntly refaſed't; or chat are'ſd 
wyetey: hal'd to'i134 7! Inf 207 BL (90120 
—_ therefore'is my Delign at preſent C & fab: as 
eferit Office, arid theſhotr tre for it; will 
rh oh to brig wiens mindointox" bettbrte 
roketdrhothe the ſeittcy'd pattice, that dbrnniviy 
from Chrilt's fold; 4Hfd that wil Hot; fabint-to 
CTomimityion of the Floth? tewwts' wake 1 infer 
Chriſtians, in the higheſt mſtanceof the Profeliciscf 


their Religion; and to p rſwade 'thein "ts "that - 
hey. iſtiable- from 


whereBY*t ate elpechally -Fiftrer 
Tewi fn Pagin,” 0000 000 OT 1 
' Andaltehr TH katt aterpttodobymy mentiond 
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Arg. I. | 


b C87.11., 
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method: Not by a kind and paſſionateExhortation-; 
theC hurch bath ſaved me that labour; nor ſhall I do 
it, by ſuggeſting to your notice, the juſt menaces';of 
the Law ; for both thoſe expedients have been found 
not ſufficiently ſucceſsful; and are daily. controul'd 


| byobſtinacy, and. pretence. But I fay it ſhallbemy 


endeavour, to ſet before you, ſuch ſufficient reaſons, 
as may uncontrouleably bind the Conſciences of 
men; and convincingly prove, that every Chriſtian 
18 abſolutely and indiſpenſably bound upon the haz- 
zard of his Soulseternal loſs, cuſtomarily ta.receive 


the Sacrament ofour Lords Body and Bloud.. And 


my reaſons are form'd into theſe five Arguments. 


Firſt, the Receiving the Holy Sacramenti is ab- 
ſolutely neceſlary, to. Salvation, neceſſitate precept, 
that. 1s, it is ancxpreſy command of Chriſt : He ſpake 
imperatively, in the Inſtitution,. ( 7570 Tacre.) do 
this. 'Tis my will, my IounCtion.. 'T'1s. not left at 
your liberty as indifferent, | to be. performed, .or 
omitted, at your pleaſure., Neitherdid our Saviours 
Injunftion relate only to the then preſent Apoltles, 
but St. Paul repcats the very Inſtitution it elf, and 
applies the obligation of it to: the Corinthians; and 
uponthe fame accounttoall Chriſtians,in all ſucceed- 
ing ages,tothe. Churches period : That. thus they 
ſhould.ſhew:the Lords death, till. his. coming agano. 
And therefore, it ought tolye as cloſe upon y 
Confeenens as /any, + Ts Commantoagoy ok t 
 ohet 


the'Foarth Sunday *n Let. 
Goſpel whatſoever: and perhaps more cloſely, as 
with the other Sacramental: Precept, enacted 

by Chrifts purely Soveraign andabſolute Authority, 
And ;therctore the. obſervance of it. is a'greater 
tryal:of-your fabmiſtion'to his peculiar Dominion ; 
and-maniteſtsi 2 greater regard'to his Perſon, than 
can be expreled-m other Spkdien caſes, where 
our duty was preſcribed belre Toy Natural a 
and thereafanofthe thing.” © 

And now I adviſe you Is hes you: will 
anfwer. fa-thoſe e Gems of theholy Jeſus,” when 
he ſo ſolemnly made the keeping of his Command: 
ments, (Joh. 14-1 5.:) the great Teſt of our love to 
him : If you love me ( fark ory ) keep my Commandments, 
And again whenhe makes the hocpidg ofthemto be 
the moſt aſſured evidence of his lovetous; if ( faith 


F 


he) ye keep my Commandments (Joh. x y. 10.) ye ſball » 


abide in my love, even as I abide in my Fathers love. 1 ſay 
what can you anſwer to Chriſt in that caſe, if among 
thoſe Commandments, this is eſpecially to be. ac- 
counted one, and that whichis more Dams Ay his, 
as tis, obhis,proper Inflitution, and by his own So- 
veraign 'appoiritmerit?: What? can. you think that 
ſome one os more of othen Chriſtian duties can ex- 
Piate for the neglect of this, that. is equally as neceſſa- 
ry? or ſhall much hearing, and praying, believing, 
andapplying;compenſateſor ſuch an omiſhonzHea- 
venly Juſtice. admuts no. ſuch. arts of Commutation. 
Why doyou make Conſcience. of any other Com- 


mand-- 


K+: 
= }; 


God to dohis duty, but { as the Pile — 


Arg.II.” 


+a Sexwontprezcbed*\ 1 
mandment, or think your ſelves oblig'd toiany other” 
ſervice. of Grad? | why dan'tyauhopetb ga to Hea-! 
ven with: Blaſpherny i your months; with: bloud! 
and. Rapwe:in:yaur bands/>)or why can't you life 


penſe; mth hypocrites! intempierancs, trunc 


dilloyalty,or even with tmpemitency it ſel (ſo fab as 
you think your ſelves to:b&-:cancerned" i Gods 
Laws tothe:contrary )-as wieltas wheq you wilfult 
live in the breach of the exprels .comman&#" of Gods 
in thecaſedirbeGommuonrn; 2:1: 0 vion 117) 

-- $halldd&t attofftehcwinthibBone; 1-in St: James his 


ſence; Jenid 2.'re ) mnaks ybugnttyof all»! That = 


is; put you into ;the fame ſtate /of:danger; ag if you 
wereguikyot all. Or catryou befo vain; asito 'be- 
bevethatany obeghence'can be:{tntere and accepts: 
bleto Gbd-:butthat whickrs-inria<and wilverſal's 
Not certainy that fo Souli'cambedfaid robe trifly 
acct . by' a right principleof the Rove ard fear' f 


ſpeaks ) it wilt make hint kwoaneys,orarcifert! 
toall the Commandments; 1511 bus ono bj, 
- + Theduni ofthis Argumane:s, that foyeceivethe 
Lord's Supper,asthe maritr oftatrByangelica pre: 
cept.of 2 ipecial Law of Jreju#? andihereforenceeta- 
ry and ind) act fie to Pol ASA a0? ST6i7 


$f1949 FO WI: TIT 


=necelary, utcoſfitats medi? thats, asameans with- 
out which we cannot reafonably expeRt Gods. bleſ- 
COTE OSS wr none er CO OI - 4 ſing 


| Secondly, The' retoivins this Holy Sacrament, 


bs Ford ly Ln, wn 


yet re: 
rn 'n- 


way without 
Y d43604 


Ab >nt putup6n | = j Fand- brity 
of God: And to expe: Xt TE 


$7 
meains of that” bleſſit bor another, 5AS1 able: 
as if ' ont Ttiould th : 
whit he” 
many of Grace 
were fee 
Godlertts2 bit oo 
I, cach according 


| but'wedonotitake Medicines fororniaty tic 
 rent% nortelyupon oardally bread; forn 
| from'a Yanigerous lickneſs” Viuppole Hall frat 
that the Holy Communion ns: its peculiar I 
Fcontribates ſomethirg F & away 
St TIF towardsthe hife of God ts: hers by up fit 
| the Holy'Sur ris the: Cap"of Bifes notonl 
: Euſeit rs Bleſked by the Prayers of the Charch, but- 


— = — 


+ becauſe: 
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A. Sermon preached ' 
becauſe wearc afterwards :to be bleſled in the uſe of 


it. The, Bread which, we break is the -Communion-of 
the Body of Chriſt.not anly with one another,but with 
God, at whoſe Table we feaſt upan.the Sacrifice 
that was once offered to him for us... And can we 
imagine. that thele expreſſions do not. imply that 
there is ſome Bleſling and Grace conferred: upon 
the Worthy Receiver that is peculiarly an effec of 
the Holy Sacrament? The ſpiritual benefits of Re- 
ceiving were indced obtained for us at Gods hand 
by that one al{ufficient Sacrifice of our Lords Body 
and Bloud upon the Croſs: But as they are Sacra- 
mentally repreſented. and tendered; ſo are they.re- 
ally Received by the Faithful in the; Lords. Supper. 
It js farther to beconlidered that the means of our 
Spiritual life and growth da not contribute towards 
the end, but by a ſupernatural Operation upon our 
minds. But he that negledteth oneof the means of 
Grace, eſfecially if it be thegreateſt, has no reaſon 
to expe the concurrence of. Gods bleſſing with his 
uſe of thereſt. Where God has commanded us to uſe 
means more than one, there the uſe of all but one is 
not a ſufficient diſchargeof our duty, 'and therefore 
no ſufficient qualification for that Grace which is 
promiſed to _ uſe of all. | 
We are agreed with thoſe that occalioned the 
Sacraments once general negle, and of the: too 
frequent dil-uſe of it now, that the Grace and Bleſ- 
ling of Spiritual knowledge is communicated by 
means 


a 
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the Fourth Sunday in Lent. 


means appointed; And the people'are taught ſtrong? 
ly to eb or they woul x be fo rice in their 
choice of ts Adminultrators, nor would they-fo;zea- 
louſly polt up and down after it ; nor ſometimes ſo 
dearly pay forit : But then it js {trange that though a 


greater bleſſing 1sto be communicated to them inthe 


Holy Sacrament, yet that. nevertheleſs they ſhould 


not (without any Conſcience oftheir duty.toCGod,or 
value of the bleſſing tothemſelyes) take ajourney of 
a few (teps,to the place where Goda Miniſter ſtands 
ready in Gods Name to tender the means of that 
bleſſing to them. But, then the wonder is {till en- 
Jeern. , when it is-conl1dered;; that though their 
beloved. Guides have, by their peculiar - mode of 
Preaching, perpetually accuſtom'd them to the No- 
tions, of getting Chriſt, laying hold on Him, apply: 
In 8 Him, and getting an intereſt in Him, that 18, (as 
15{uppoſed ). of enjoying a Communion with Him, 
for the ſaving of their Souls, that yet they ſhould 
not apply thole expreſſions tothe eryoying of him in 
the Sacrament; andſhould not as cuſtomarily be 
preſling them to that Sacred Ordinance, concern- 
ing which thoſe their expreſſions may-be much more 
properly uſed, that is, where they may undoubted- 
ly have the readieſt acceſs to him, and the neareſt 
Communion with him, or as our Church aſſures us, 
where they may dwell in Chriſt andQbrilt in them, 
they —_ one with Chriſt, and Qhriſt with them. 
Andif they. had fo eat them to Chriſt, when they 


CG were 


of Sermon preached 3 
wereconflantlycalling uponthem toger him,it would 
have folv'd the Praha analy, Sehtn he ply'd 
them with thoſe uncertain expreflions of their Duty, 
And the people might have underſtood, how they 
fhould have reaſonably anſwered fuch exhortations. 

And further, this would havehelpednsto know, 
how to manape ourdying le, who ( by being 
accuftom'd tothat mode of Preaching ) mftead oF 
defiring the ſacred Office of the Church, that is, 
of making Confeſfions of their Faith, of requiring 
theCharches wiſe Expedrent to cure their Ms. ane, 
Conſciences, and ofmaking reſtitution to whomſo- 
ever they haveinjured, are ( according as they had 
been taught, and their good meanmg had been 
abuſed ) crymg out for Chriſt, or are uling fach 
kind'of words, to expres their delires of having 
andenjoynmg hisPerſon. Cowld we have madethem 
ſenſible, that what they complami'd for, they might 
have attain'd in_the Holy Sacrament,anfwerable to 
the veryterins of thew complamt,which qyeoiner al- 
ways adjadped the proper [Fiticam ) proviſion 
racer anon ary wel ee mona rg og 
might have underitood our dnty, and chearfully 


periormd. it, to the dying perfons' unſpeakable 
comfort. But woſal Scan Þ x rom rt us the 
contrary, ane-that among that fort of people we 
imd:nofuchdeſires, and very feldom an allowance 
ofcur:atvice totherrinchartkind; Had thoſe people 
boom cxnght; 2hae-the Prexcher when be fo calf 
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upon them to get Chriſt, or an intereſt in him, in- 
tended an obtaining his Love by keeping his Com- 
mandments; and an intereſt in his Redemption, 
and the bleſſingeof the New Covenant, by their en- 
deavouring to perform the Conditions of it; it had 
been tokrable. But then why did they not infift 
{pecially in preſſing them to the keepmg thoſe Com- 
mandments, and performing fuch Conditions in 
which they were more like to far, than in their Ap- 
plying or Relying upon Chrift? But that would 
not have {erved their turn; Wo, 

Now this firange way of managing the! Chriſtian 
Religion, offers fuch an affront to the common Rea- 
fon of mankind, and 1s fach a reproach to thoſe peo. 
ples pretence; and labours for a greater knowledge 
than other 'men have; - atid mmdced: doth fo refle& 
npon the diſcretion of the Nation, that-1t is neceſſary 
to trace the -occafion; bow men 'of'commion ſenile, 
and that have the Bible before them, ſhould ever 
cometoentertain fo:grals a miſtake in the common 
Notion of the Chriſtian Religion, and ofthe Sacra- 
ment particularly. And 1 ſhall here give you a ſhort 
account of the Occation of #, (7 nf 9 


# 


: | Tt>knowni, thatiit the days of the late Rebellion; 


"i 


ſome of thoſe men that had Ulſurped Cures, did not = 


admmifter the Sacrament of the Lord's Su at 


all, during the years they poſſeſſed their Invahony: 


And ſome of them, that by great Tm ortt # N | did 
adminiſter it, did'it very 'rarely/; Ad "ks "they 
ad do dboudr ned 


_— 
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fo foreſtall 'd'it with ſuch, frightful notions, that the 
people ( as too many of them {till continue to do. 
inſtead of coming toit'asa Feat of Joy, and, witha 
chearful expeRation of mercy and kindneſs from a 
gracious God, come as tf 'they, were going to.their 
Execution, andas if they were to; appear before a 
a Tyrannous Deity, that had laid a trap tocnſvare 
them to their eternal ruine, Et 
But with what Integrity could theſe men create 
ſach an extreme nicgneſs and fear,in the poar, peo- 
ples minds, about that ſevere word {( x&4-), Judg- 
ment or damnation, -( upon, which they. founded 
their formidable poſitions ) as when. St. Paul ſaith 
(1Cr.11.29. ) He that eaterh and dricketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation ts. himſelf.:.,,and-yet ſhould 
ſuffer ( even teach ) the ſame.people to-be ſo tamely 
fearleſs of the very. ſame' word, and danger-in ano- 
ther caſe, as when the-lame;St,Paullaith (; Row. 13. 
2.) hoſoever refifleth the powers reſiſteth the Ordinance 
of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
{ x&jz.) damnation. iQnlo Fl nafhid 0 ls 
\Myftthat word and its dangerous meaning.make 
them lo nice as to be afraid, of their duty in; the Sar 
cramentz and yet mult! the ſame word andidanger 


be ſo repreſented as to flipenſe with the ſame men, 


incaſes of the grolleſt dilloyalty to Authority ?.: If 
this be not. Juggling with the, Sacred Texts,,'I de- 


F 
o 


fixe toknow what 1s... , 


Now having diſcayered. how: the - poor people 
| in 
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in many places came to loſe the true eſteem of this 
Sacred Inſtitution of Chriſt : The ſum1s, thatifour 
Lord hath appointed the Sacrament, to be a means 
of Grace and Bleffing; and that the benehits of 'his 
death and paſſion are there exhibited and: communi- 
cated,with what Conſcience or ſafety to your Souls, 
can you turn your backs upon it, would be ſeri- 
oully conſidered. EV: Jo 
This the ſecond. 


b 


Neceſſitate gratitudinis, that is, itis neceſſary to' Re- Arg. 


ceive the Sacrament, becauſe it 1s neceſſary to be 
thankful for thedeath of Chriſt, and the benefrtsof 


it. | F 2-071 


enjoyned. : 07 DTT QJIAOTYR'S 
And for that reaſon it hath been'commonty-talled 
( ze it )' the Enchariſt, or thankſgiving i!that 
is, 'becauſciit is eminently the greateſt andiatif all 
other names, and a&ts of Thankſgiving! were: no- 
thing withoutit, or-inconſiderable'in! compariſon 
to it; And: or the ſame reaſowMſb, the'Antrents: 
very frequently:call d'it a Sacrife®: Netah'Expid- 
tory ( as the Papilts would have ityforthe quitk and 
:dead;. but:a-Repreſentative'and'Commeniorative;; 
mn En nos ens nes 
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that is,a Sacrifice of Praiſe and acknowledgment, to 
be perpetually offer d up to God for all the mercies, 
which the one real and great Sacrifice of Chriſts 
þloud obtained for us. And for that end did our 
Saviour then conſtitute and appoint it, when he fo 
ſolemnly and ( I may ſaylſo ) paſſionately enjoyn'd 
2 This do E El; THY Eny LNG FNTLY )in remembrance of me. 
And therefore Chriſt having thus once Sove- 
raipnly enacted it, as an eſpecial mſtance by which 
we ſhould expreſs our Gratitude, as we might not 
before prelcribe to him the means of his Grace and 
Blefling, fo neither here muſt we preſcribe to him 
the methods of our thankfulneſs and acknowledg- 
ment. We mult expreſs our Gratitude, as he hath 
appointed it, or we doit mſufficiently for the dil- 
charge of our duty. 
- But ſome will fay, that they do thank God for 
thoſe mercies every day ; and others alledge, that 
they candoitin the comman formof Thankſgiving 
appointed in the Churches Service. | 
: | My anſwer tothoſe fubterfuges and pretences is, 
[That though ſuch men have fo far done ther duty, 


yct.;not all their duty, nor the-principal part- of it, 


thatis jacumbent upon them in this caſe. For they 
are toanderſtand, that fuch gratulatory Offices as 
thoſe, arelo far from'cxputing or commuting for 


the omilfiea of thedozng it, in the way that _— 
hath ſpecially appointed that (how good ſoever t 
olice* may bein themſelves, yet) they will on that 


account, 
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account, not only be found inſufficient to diſcharge 
the duty required, but may prove little better than 
unwarranted and preſumptuous adyentures in Gods 
eſteem : and the perſon that performs them with 
fuch a deſign and pretence, cannot evertheleſs clcape 
the character of an ungrateful wretch in God's 
tight : and fo oft as he wilfully departs from the 
Aſſembly before that work be done, Chrift may as 
juſtly reprove him, as he did the unthankful cleanſed 
Lepers for not returning to give Thanks and Glo- 
ry to God. And his pretence of ging thanks for: 
Chriſts death, by fuck or any other method' of his: 
own chorce, may be as unjuſtifiable an aft, as Naas 
mans had been if he had ſtood peremptorily to his: 
cpinion for waſhing in the Rivers. of Damaſcus, to: 
eurchis Leprofie; and had refuſed the river Jordaz, 
that God had appointed. | 
 Butthen the wonder 1s, that m the crond' of the 
unthankfn! onthis account, thereſhould be ſo many. 
of them, who1n a nicer concern far Relpion; ſhould: 
clamour for a-pattern mthe —_—_— — uſets- 
phrafeit ) mthe regulation of the Publick V orſhip, 
andthat can out of a tender Confrience, queſtion an: 


innocent commanded Riteor Circumftance;becauſe- 


it camenot fromtheMount, that js, from an imme- 
diate Divine Ordination ; and yet can diſpenſe with: 
thernaftfubſtantial part of God's Worſhip, though. 
it beappainted and enjoyn'd by. the fp2oiat” oxder: 
waz | ation of Chr ent of maar: 


w—_—- - — 
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,Butto improve this my Argument 1n general, 
Cal - any account dare turn | %. $6 
ppon the Holy Sacrament, I ſhall here endeavour to 
repreſent the full import of Chriſts paſſionate invita- 
tion,. as well as Command, when he ſaid Do it 

es nay ery evaprnrw ) in remembrance of me : and it 
will be found to intimate theſe following motives, 
toengage men to the conſtant Receiving it, in that 
reſpect. 

Firſt, in remembrance of me, 1s, as1t Chriſt ſhould 
ſay, (ſuppoſing him in his invitation toit, to have 
areſpet to his death and paiſion, that were yet to 
come, as undoubtedly he muſt be preſumed. to 
have) can you have any conſideration of what I 
have ſuffered for you, at the hands of God and man? 
can you remember the bitterneſs of my Agony, the 
ſhame and ſharpneſs of my death? have you ever 
heard of my heavy complaint, that my Soul was 
ſorrowful even unto death : or of that doleful com- 


plaint when I cryed ( lama ſabaflbani ) my God, my 


God, why haſt thou forſaken me? Have you any 


ſenſe of the infolent reproaches,' the contumelions 
uſage, the buffetings and ſcourgings, the ſhame 
W's the pain of the Croſs whuch for your ſake I en- 
dured? and then can you think, there is not in all 
this enough to oblige you to attend to my paſſionate 
requelt, ts do this in remembrance of me, in reſpect of 

my dufferings ?.. ing ES Ng 
"But then ſecondly, if what, I bave. ſuffered for 
you, 
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you be not ſufficient to oblige you to this Remem- 
brance of me, yet methinks that the advantages, 
which accrue; to your ſelves by thoſe Sufferings, 
ſhould engage you to do it, - 

Was not my bloud, ( you muſt think your Sa: 


.viour thus ſpeaking to you) Owas not my Bloud 


the price of your peace, and reconciliation, with 
an offended and a diſpleaſed God z- Is not all the 


hope of the forgiveneſs of your ſins, founded upon 


1t? arenot the mercies of the Covenant obtain'd, 
and ſeal'd by it? 1s it not by the vertue of my 
death, that I am made unto you, Wiſdom and 
Righteouſneſs S andlifs cation and Redemption, ( 1 Cor. 
1. 30. ) andcan you now pretend to have any va- 
lue. for thoſe mercies, .or any eſtimation of my 
death, that ſo dearly purchaſed them; if when I 
call upon you to do this in remembrance of me,: and 
gratefully to ſhew that death of mine, you refuſe 


or neglect it ? But thirdly, 
If theſe two Improvements of the Obligation 


.can't prevail, ,yet.ſurely. you wiil not be. fo unwor- 
thy as to reſiſt my inyitation, when you can; con- 
fider, what an.calte return it is, that I expe ar 
your hands, for all this that I have ſuffered and 
done for you. 


Had I commanded you to commemorate my 

Paſſion, by Lancing your ſelves, as the BaalitiſÞ 

Prieſts did; or to repreſent my Death by cruelty 

—_ four bodies; Had 1 calld upon youto en- 
D 
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ave infrequent tedious journeyines to a Jeruſalem; or 
— che Sacrifces _ You av; then. 
have had fome pretence, to decline my invitation: 
No, it is only a thankful remembrance of me, that 
I require of you; and that to be expreſſed in an in- 
ftance, that could not have been ealter, if your 
ſelves had cholen it. 

It's only that, which you do every day, a ſhort | 
repaſt of the common neceſlaries of natural life. | 
Only youare adviſed moreover, to lay aſide your 
follies, and 'to examine and judge your felves, for 
what muſt undo you, before you come. It 1s only 
in anact, wherem you may ſhew your greateſt love- 
to your ſelves, when you are about to expreſs it to. 
me. Thus in thefe three reſpe&s you may well 
ſuppoſe that Chriſt ſpake to you, when he faid, do 
this in remembrance of me. And canyou aftcr all this. 
turn your backs upon fo kind, and ſo paſſionate 
an invitation ? | 

© TIngratitude without paralle}! conld you for- \ 
give any referablance of it, to. any of your neareft | 
relations » The name of nunworthineſs was ever 
given in vain, if it makes not his Character, that 
can refuſe or negle&t that Office, whereby he is 
thus kindly called upon, to do.This in remembrance 
of ſuch a Saviour. : 

Thisis my Third Argument: 


ag.1v. The Fourth Argument, bywhich every Chri- 
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ſtian may be fally-confirm'd in the truth of the three 
former, which I have deduced directly.from Scri- 


pture to-prove the abfolate neceſlity of receiving the 


Holy Sacrament, is from an obligation, that no 
Chriſtian ought wilfully todepart from the declared 
Fudgment and Practice of the Univerſal Church; 
eſpecially in a cafe, ſo little ſubject to exception, as 
is the neceſſity of Receiving the Bleſled Commu: 
nion. 14 U 

Quod ab omnibur, quod ſemper, hoc Catholicum, hoc 
Apoſtolicum, that which hath been done and held by 
all Chriſtians, and at all times, muſt be repmed 
traly Catholick and Apoſtolick, ſaith Vincentine Li- 
rinenſis, above twelve hundred years ago. | 
 Andto evidence, that the conſtant afage of this 
holy Office was ſuch, the very Arguments that 


prove that there was ever any Ghritftianity in the 


world,do concurrently give teſtimonyto it; as being 
alwaies repnted one integral part of the Sokemn 
Worſhip of God, and an indiſpenſable means of 
making Chriſttan Profeſſion. 

And that the firſt Chriſtians did daily receive the 
Holy Sacrament, we have the Teftimonies of 
St. Jerom, and St. Ang. And therefore when it is ſaid, 
( As 2. 46. ) that they were daily with one accord in the 
Temple, the learned Dr. Hammond Paraphraſeth, 
that they daily received the Holy Sacrament in 
ſome upper rooms of the Temple. | Cat) 

In St. Auſtin time ( as he teſtifies, ) it was in or- 

HF > Mm ans, 
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20 
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dinary courſe adminiſtred once a week. And when 
the Church afterwards thought fit to urge the ne-. 
ceſſity of receiving it at the three Solemn Feaſts 
(without which they were not to enjoy the name of 
Catholicks,ſaith the Elierine Council) yet it was but, 
as at the leaſt, and was not deligned to exclude a 
more frequent uſage of Admimltring and Receiv- 
ing it, at other times alſo. 
Thus lands the caſe of Primitive and Univerſal 
ratice : and fhall- we now ſeparate Chriltanity 
from its Catholiciſme? or ſhall we hope to go to 
Heaven, out of Catholick Communion, when we 
wilfully ſeparate from it? or dare we venture to 
travelin an untrodden path, in which we have none 
to go along with us, but a few male-contents, that 
have nothing to guide them but a preſumptuousand 
an enthuſialtick opinion of their own private light? 
or ſhall we ſuſpect, that God had ſo deprived his 
Church, of the promiſed guidance of his Spirit, as 
that all the Proteſlors of Chriſtianity ſhould always 
have been engaged, in ſuch an unneceſllary atten- 
dince upon this Inſtitution; or ſo miſtaken, when 
they advanced the reputation of its bleſſings with 
ſuch lofty expreſſions of its worth ; or ſhall we plead 
for, or truſt to a Religion, or chule to feed on bread 
made of the T ares, - which the devil few in our in- 
cloſure lince Forty one, and refuſe the common and 
ſubſtantial wheat” ( the True Chriſtian Catholick 
Doctrine and Practice ) that was ſown by Chriſt and 
* ABU XL FELLICE ) UNAL WAS IOVED a 
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his Apoſtles;. and which: have everimce growncim: 


the-Churches field, for'Stxteen hundred years be ef 


- Bur ſay ſome; This Argiimentfmells rank!of Po+: 
pery. 'How'? Is:that worn and: batfled irefuge'ob' 
the: non-plus'd and :the malicious; :reviv'd -again 
upon us ? -have not the True Profeflors of this Re-: 
formed Church; :done; ſuffered; 'wrotes: fworn,- 
pray'd, and faid, enough to confute. that'falſe; and: 
unworthy ſcandal and contrivement, :deltgn'd only: 
to expole us to the peoples hatred; that when it's. 
convenient, we {tiould: once more be deyoured/by 
their fury? bo enoigst 2111 230nSHvISK SOLES i! 
- ButIwill anſwer:thoſe-kind-men andtel} them 
that they are. nuſtaken,' and that the contrary38 true: 
And that to urge Primitive and Univerlal:practice; 
is a mighty Argument againſt Popery2t felf.,.!'Nnd 
that it's: known-to the: Learned, that'theyyneven 
durſt ſtand to that T ryal for the diflerences between 
us : as the incomparable Axch-Biſhop and. Martyr 
challenged them, m his Conference withi Fiſber.;But 
weare now further to.con[ider, -that this Argumens 
1s not only to fatisfie your Conkciences,, thati by. the 
receiving of this Bleſled Sacrament at all;, yowcoms+ 
ply with the Primitive and Univerſal Church; bur 
for a further direction, that 1s,. you are to take no- 
tice,” that they received it,, not 0Þly:as, being n& 
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ceflary ſometimes,but, frequently; -and:( as may«be 


believed ) as oftenas they could.- 153 oa 
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.. And s not its frequency peremptorily-prelum'd 
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in:St.'Paubs advic Ty whenheſaid, 4s aft ar ye eat and 
drink 5t,& ec. ( Cer. 11. 26: )-Esnaot' the Holy Sa- 


cramment:by allacknowle to: be the food of our 


ſouls? and do not the very Sarrumental Elements, 


(the daily mftances of common nouriſhment ) in- 
timate a belief, that as thoſe bodily nour:ſhments 
require oft'repetitions to preſerve our bodies : fo 
that which is repreſented the ſpiritual food, may 
alſo: require an anfwerable repetition,. to preferve 
our fonls? | 

Might notour Saviour inthe choife of thoſe Ele- 
ments purpoſely denote the reaſons not only of the 
neceffity of the Sacrament, but of the frequently 
repeated ccebration of it ? I think theioſtruction is 
very natural. | p42 36,65 | 

Why.are we ſodefirous to feed our underſtand- 
ings with the wordof Chriſt: and yet have little 
or no. appetite aſter the ſouls more conſiderable 
food, the Body and Blond of Chrift? If the fre- 

of Preaching be thought ſo good and ne- 
ore actin; the n—— ok power 
of godlinefs ; let us not forget that in ancient times 
the frequency of recerving the Lords Supper was as 
much valued for that very reafon. 

Butif you ſhould enquire for the meafuresof that 
frequency , and how often every Chriſtian man is 
bound: to receive-it ; my anfwer 1s, that it x a 
caſe of Conſcience, that can never be reſolved; bat 
by every mansdonng it as oft as he can, that - 
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oft as the Wiſdom of the Church ſhatl rhink i fit 
ro be admmiſtred; fearing kelt for want of tuch @ 
frequent receiving, as holds rtion to the. na- 
rure and reaſon bf the-command, and theipradtice 
of the Ancient, and the Univerſal Church of Chrift, 
we ſhould not have fo ſafficieatly diſcharg'd onr 
duty to God, nor aced ſo Tecurdy for our own. 
eternal ſafety, ax we ongit: 
This the Fourth. / 


Fifth Argument, -to oblige - your Conifciewces Arg. V. 
to a frequent and conſtant recervingthe Sacrament, 
becauſe you are bound 1n'Chriftian juſticeand cha- 
rity, to recover as.much as in you /lies, the loſs of 
thoſe Graces, and the molt conſiderable praftices 
- the Chriſtian Religion, which were very much 

aq and-did conhderably accom pany thegene- 
po and' conſtant uſage of it; and Which are 11 A 
very great meaſure ther wholly loſt or lavguiſhing 
by «s long diſcontinuance, - and by-the flight and 
Fparing performance of it. And tl fe Graces ant 
neceſlary praftices, are thele that Jollow: 

Firſt, the conſtant uſe and-repetitioof "R Holy bs 
Sacrament, kept men'ap' reli rouſy'toxtheirulſes of 
quſtice; and was a fence to'common. | #Þ 
mens dealingsone withanother:. The'reſhivenicm- 
brance of the laſt Sacrament, -and'the thoughts-of 
anotherere long returning, gave them not reſpite 
gy 1 to hatch'baſe contrevements :. and made: 

the 
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the. ſtrongeſt temptations to villanons attempts, 
the weaker and more jmprevalent, for, want of time 
to ferment.in.;. And; if any. temptation. had ſur- 
-Prized-them),, they made. haſte to reſtitution before 
the next. Sacrament, which as they durſt not omit, 
ſo neither 'durlt they receiveit, with injuſtice upon 
their Souls. For they underitood, that if they 
were not ht to receive the Sacrament, - neither were 
they fit to dye; and which mught next approach, 
they could not tell, but they durſt not adventure it. 
And: thus was Juſtice 'and ;Faithfulnels *preſeryed, 


and the preſent falleneſs and ſcandalous negle& of 


.doing -Right, that 1s' every where complain'd of, 
-may m a very, conſiderable proportion be. imputed 
to the {mall-regard, the generahty of the people have 
;had-of this Sacred Inſtitution. ! ,/* 1G 1 
.- Secondly, the conſtant uſe of the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ament did, conliderably keep up the-praRice gf Chri- 
ſtian charity. Anciently the Holy Table was the 
poors:and Gods Exchequer, the Treaſures of Pro- 
{vidence were there. d-polited for the relief of. the 
indigent ;-.and.good; men ſtruck. Fallics there for 
their Heavenly rewards. + + | 7 

.. And-it's obſervable; ; that {ince- that method of 
;doing good hath been diſ-uſed, the Law hath ex- 


.toried what might haye been there voluntarily offcr- 
16d 3/and, God bath {eyerely puniſhed this nation for 


the want of; keeping up.that pious opportunity and 


occalionot ſhewingacharitable mind,with a greater 
' 1n- 


wi 
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_ ancreaſe of mens needs, and with a: prodigious mul- 
tiplication of the poor in all places; that it is now 
hecome a burthen and a tax, which might have then 
been a free-will-oftering; and for that 'reaſon more 
acceptable to, ;and choke certainly rewardable by, a 
gracious God, And though that pious and ancient 
cuſtom be almoſt out-dated, yet it isout of queſtion, 
that thefrequent and Religious participation of the 
Bleſſed Sacrament, doth difpoſe mens minds tothe 
divine temper of love and goodneſs, and cngageth 
themm;to charitable as. and diſtributions, as gifts 
reaſonably return'd back to God for thoſe eminent 
mercies which they are juſt then ready to receive, 
by that excellent expedicnt. of the: divine -charity to 
their Sguls:; Neither can we hope that the minds of 
the. people will be ever reſtored: to that heavenly 
temper, till;they have recovered the ancient' and 
conſcientious regard to the Holy Table, which is 
a8 it, were God's Mercy-ſeat 'where welearn mercy. 
Thirdly, the frequent uſe of the Sacrament did 
very advantageouſly keep-up the. Divine Grace of 
humulity-in the:Souls of-men. For there the poor 
Lazar, 'and the meaneſt of the people'are admitted 
toan equal ſhare off honour, with the greateſt Pre- 
late that ſtood:by the {ide of the Altar, and with 
the greateli Potentate- that. Kneol'd atthefoot of it, 
©» There the higheſt Prince mult deſcend from his 
Throne, and the-mighty General from his loftieſt 
advanceof power, -and withthe lowelt ſubje&, and 
oli BE EE 
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meanel(t Souldier appear upon one level, and kneel. 
upon.the lame pavement, ſhall be addreflects with. 

the ſame kindneſs, and treated withthe fame enter- 

tainment, and with the fame folemnitres: - - © 

O- how may ſucha proſpect often ropeated; pull 
down the pride, inſolency, and towring' vanity of 
a ſcornful mind: and difpoie. it to entertam that 
great. milance of a Chriftian temper; to be' meek. 
aridtlowly m heart, according ta. Chriſty reat ex- 
ample }.. |. 

k curthly, the nile and. ts "Y of 
the- Bleſled . Sacrament, was a deferice/ito5 'the 
Churches unity, and 2 proper expedient CAEI64 
providedtafecurcx.from:Schaprand!Divifion 

Had men'kept cloſe to thatiSauved =". 
telleration ( as Tertallint calls.it)) of buy Eommanne. 
on, they had not been.fo.caltly fteparatetd froritheir 
folds, nor would they have ſo defperately become 

ates into: thoherds of the devoureri of Chrifts 
fack:: Sr wb? of j ioviu) 1315 731t 93 VET ot 
_ Irs very: eobable we;had confidurarety-copti 
ned in one mindandin one fridges, tnÞ!hibkt: 
have been at this day, ferving and: Praifing: Gott to 
er with one mouth and one heapt/;'! [5 

Fiſtbly, As:the conſtane! uſb of the Gaeviincht 
keptupctheinmty 06: tho1 re; -avtothe Chigches 
peace;;: ſdabwas thermoſt: fuccelgful expaditht to. 
ho the: focial-peace 'of goinmen neighDohe. 

s, xd nlelen aparrnewte of meii. Te ſet ihp 


little: 
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little Chanderies and Afizes in every valage,' which 
commonly browght' thei diſagreements,” 24 fgal 
determinations artongſt themſelves. Atrd 3f eithdy 
part'of the Litigarits had made the agreementinere 
difficult, yet when they approached' towards the 
Sacred office of the Communion, they werethera 
generally overruled to lay down; firſt their ſtomach, 
and ' then -their' giſt befote' the Altar And the 
thought of 'what they were there todo; ſowrought 
their mints'mto a forgiving humble temper! that ns 
condeſcenſon on either part was thought too much 
to purchaſe the peace, with'which they knew God 
was lo well pkaſed;and without which'they thought 
met could tiot ſafely be entertained at his 'Holy 'T'a- 
ble. ' And thus they kept the devil- of diflentionatid 
-variance out! of their quarters. 'Now the dif-afe 
of the Sacrament pull'd dowh theſe fences of cm 
mon' peace. ' Paſſions had tithe to ferment :- heats 
long covered broke out into flames :'Familtes begaii 
to {tand in a poſture of war one agamſt another; : 
Snſpicion and jealoaſic tanght then ts- be unkind; 
and then little acciderits improv'd that 'unkindiiefs 
toopen hoſtilities. The places of Jadicatare afe 
commonly to be the ſeat of the war. Armies ont of 
the neighbourhoods mult be levyed at a great cx- 
pence and trouble to end adifference, which a foft 
word might have concluded, and' a meeting to- 
_ at the Sacrament had certainly prevent- 
ed. | ; f as 24 I-19. ey #/5014., 
M E 2 Dixthly, 
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Sixthly, the conſtant uſe of the Holy Sacrament, 
keptup a due veneration of God's Prieſthood, and 
of the Sacred offices of their holy calling, upon 
the reputation of which, the credit, and 'conle- 
quently the praticeof Religion ſo conſiderably de- 

ends. 

_ For ſo longas the people believed the neceſſity of 
the Sacrament,. and that it could not be obtained 
but by the hand of a lawful Prieſt of God, it kept 
up that reſpect and veneration, which the devil. was 
reſolv'd to overthrow, for otherwiſe he could never 
have ſucceeded in his defign of confounding our 
Church,. and then of ruining Religion. 


- 


.; And forthat end, his Agents were imployed, ( as 
they  endeavour'd .. it, by. all: other. ways to rob 
them| of whatſoever might ſupport, their reputa-. 
tion ) to overthrow the cuſtomary regard, that the 
people. had to the conltant receiving of that Sacra- 
ment; that 1s, either to deter them from it, as dan- 
gerous; or to diſlwade them from it, as being in- 
diflcrent. As for the Office of Preaching, which was 
annexed to the Prieſthood, the people were foon 
wheadl'd intoan opinion;that foralmuch asthat con- 
cern'd only the information of. the underſtanding, 
they might ſupply that part of the Prieitly Office, as 
-well, if not better themſelves, and by their own me- 
thods. T hat is.cither by reading a parcel of Chapters 
at home,. or by the help ot ſome little Officer of the 
family, who might talk prettily of Religion at the 
DOT?" 
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Tables end, and fo ſave them the trouble of making 
an unneceſſary journey to Church: or they might 

otoa Barn, where by ſome ſtormsof paſſion now 
and then allay'd, with ſome ſweet {1militudes, they 
might be better edifed. 

By ſuch reſemblances as theſe of the Preaching 
office, the people were more calily tempted to think 
that the Prieſthood was unneceſſary. But while 
the Sacrament ſtood in reputation and uſage, they 
durſt not adventure to make a mockery of that, 
that was always too hot for their fingers. 

The ſeventh and hit loſs, and that which alſo 
gave a preat blow to Religion in general, by the 
negleR of the Sacrament, was an undue and deplo- 
rable intermiſſion of the ſolemn as of Repentance. 

The Sacrament was Ordained upon a mighty 
defign of God, to oblige men to frequent Exami- 
pation of themſelves and lives: and to judge and 
condemn their former miſcarriages and follies, in 
order to future amendment, as St. Paul intimates 
( 1 Cor. 11-28. ) Thatis, it was Gods eſpecial call 
to repentance. 

By the other Ordinances they were only adviſed, 
by this they were engaged. The other might ad- 
month them, this neceſſarily conſ{train'd them to it. 
The other Ordinances variouſly prevail'd, accord- 
ing to the different skill of the Preachers :; but as 
tothe event of this, 1t purely depended upon a plain 
andan unyariable inſtitution ; ſo that no difterence of 
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partsin the Adminiſtrator, could make it a contin: 
gent,or an uncertain bleiſing. If therefore you have 
cauſe tocomplain of the unuſual' numbers of looſe 
and impenitent men, conſider how-much it's to be 
imputed to the diſcontinuance and intolerable neg- 
lect ofthe Blefled Sacrament. 

This the Laſt. | 


' Thus, have IT ſhewn you the loſſes of almoſt 
all the conſiderable parts of Religion, And ( as you 
may perceive ) how the very ſubſtance of Chriſti- 
anity 1t ſelf was ſhakenand tottering : and how it ſo 
continues, where there is a profels'd neglect of a 
due veneration to, and uſe of this Holy Sacrament. 
 -O how can you acquit your ſelves before your 
good God, unleſs you endeavour by your exempla- 
ry and conftant attendance upon it, and a-greater 
zeal for it, to bring men back to the exerciſes of 
thoſe graces, and neceſſary duties of Chriſtianity, 
which have been loſt, or impairing ever lince thoſe 
unhappy days, that gave incouragement to 'its dif 
uſe and diſcontinuance? ; 


And now you have heard all theſe Arguments, 

I ſhall make no other Application of them to you, 1 

but only 1n the name of God, I ſhall lay a general 

charge upon your Conſciences, from every one of 
them. 

1, That ts, if no man can wilfully turn his back 
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upon the Bleſled Communion, but he is a Rebel to 
an expreſs command of his Saviour, as tO the burſt 
Ar ument. 

econdly, If "wh cannot doit withous a manifeſt 
reſiſtance of the'Counſel of God againſt himſelf, as 
the Sacraments a meansof Grace and Bleſſing, as: 
to the fecond. 

T hixdly, If he cannot fodepart fromit, but he 
muſt go away an unthankful wreteh for the death of 
Chit, 
third Argument. 

-Fourthly; 1 Ifchocanwet s-ecarimete bs; but he 
malt feparate- hinwfelf from the Communion of the. 
Cathoſick Church;' as tothe Fourth: + -V 

- Andlafily, If he! cannot cnftomariy. turt ins 
fromi it, but he -nuult foo evftandghilty of the bofs, 
or the impair of thoſe ſo-many mentioned graces, 
and neceſlary duties of Chriſtianity : I fay, if alt 
theſe tyes of Conſcience be put together, then cer- 


tainly, if God Almighty hath required at your: 
hands any thin 0g that may be called Religion to be- 


erformed and done, in order to- your Salvation, 
This duty muſt come under the ſame neceſfity and: 
obligation. From which there 1s-nothing: can: dil-. 
penſe you, but what Divine Providence may per-- 


mit to-bean infapetable byr againit all poſſibility. 


of receiving-it. And thereforenone of thoſe ſub- 


terfuges and pretences, that are ordinarily made uſe- 


ef, car poſlibly. acquit. you; thatis,. no. exception: 


againſt 


The meſttmable benefitsof 1 #, a9 to the. 
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apainlt the perſon of him that Admuniſters it, or 


againſt the company. with whom you are to com- 


municate, or againſt the circumſtantial manner of 
its adminiſtration, when the ſubſtantial Inſtitution 
18 intirely obſerved; or laſtly, when.a continued un: 
preparedneſs is alledged : I ſay. none of theſe ex- 
ceptions can poſlibly be admitted as ſuch a bar, un- 
leſs you can be as fully aſſured, that God hath pro- 
vided for the innocency of your omiſſion upon the 
account of any of them, by as evident ® declaration 
of his will in Scripture, as that, whereby he hath 
made'the duty of Receiving. the Sacrament to be 
abſolutely necellary; or that-our Saviour intended 
not what he ſaid, when he had. fo politively. and 
paſlionately paoluhed his Pleaſure and-Command, 
with, a Do thir in remembrance of me. | 1 
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